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Instrumentation
Flute

Clarinet (Bb)

Alto Saxophone (Eb)

Piano

Soprano

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Cello

Double Bass

As We Like or Should is a piece for mixed chamber ensemble, piano, and soprano. The work is inspired by 

mathematician Stephen Strogatz's research on the theory of Synchronicity. Synchronicity as explained by Strogatz 

is the spontaneous tendency of separate entities to act as a unit. This theory is what I have integrated into my 

work to compose both the form and outline of the piece as well as the musical phrases that define the interactions 

of the chamber ensemble. These phrases are created based on different metrical implications which coincide with 

one another every 15 bars in a 4/4 time signature. The correlation of these phrases are what define climatic events 

within the entire work. 

While the piece is structurally divided into four sections, the piece perceptively is heard as three sections as the 

middle movements are played attacca. This was designed as a larger introduction for the Aria, but also so that the 

Interlude and the Aria itself could exist as  separate and independent pieces of music. Additionally, the 

extra-musical content has a relevance to the growing social isolation among millenials in which constant 

advancements in technology have "connected" us in a virtual world but have isolated us in our basic forms of 

communication.

Movements

Drones Become Rhythm (8')

Interlude /Aria* (8' 30")

Epilogue (7')

Duration: approx. 24 min.
*text from the poem "As We Like or Should"



A gust of wind blows down the hall

Where life was vibrant and brave

Now only shadows fake your presence

As the candle's light begins to fade.

Dimming.

No Pulse.

You're gone.

For a moment, we were happy.

I was happy.

You were out of chaos finding beauty.

But slowly,

The clicks, the tabs, 

Phone calls forming new windows

Your virtual you

Shutting me out and I was lost.

Turning to strangers

Losing myself.

Can't you see I'm here?!

I've always been here.

To Fight;

To Scream;

To Love;

As we like or should

Our fear

Our love

Alone

Gone.

I remember that summer 

Where fireflies danced in sync

And we were beautiful.

As We Like or Should

-Colin Payne (2015)



Circular Bowing



Notes about the piece

I-Drones Become Rhythm

The first movement is about transformation. To create the textures and rhythms, I was often drawn to images of 

traffic and ocean currents from a bird’s eye view. This is where the piece starts with a drone in the strings. As the 

piece progresses I wanted to focus more attention on the gestures in the woodwinds. Additionally I added accents 

to the sustained notes in the strings, as well as, foreshadowing the pulsating activity in the fast section by 

composing metric equivalents of the fast eigth notes in the slow section (i.e. 5 sixteenth notes). These gestures are 

echoed throughout the piece by the strings and piano eventually meet in a unity at bar 87.  Similar to events in 

nature, in synchronicity, there is a tendency to scatter and reform, which is the overall effect of the first and final 

movements. 

The “Largo” section at bar 43 was initially where I started my earliest compositions. I considered the violin line a 

motif rather than developing it as a melody. This motif is orchestrated with different harmonies and instruments 

throughout the piece. The motif appears in Aria and Epilogue.

The Piano

I composed the musical material found in the piano part by constantly refering to the instrument as an echo of the 

ensemble, as well as a soloist. In this way, the piano represented an individual in society that is at times 

completely connected with the world, yet alone. This is observed in the “Largo” section of the first movement 

where the piano juxtaposes the rhythm of the violin by accenting on a 7/16 rhythm. Additionally, there are 

virtuosic moments, particularly at the end of the first movement where the piano separates itself from the 

ensemble, similar to the interplay found in a piano concerto.

IV-Epilogue

In composing the form for the whole piece, I conceptualized the first and final movements similar to the "nesting" 

technique employed by Benjamin Britten in his work "Serenade for Tenor, Horn, and Strings". Similar to Britten, I 

begin the fourth movement by returning material from the first movement. Additionally, material from the 

preceding movements is transposed, re-articulated, and re-orchestrated to create new textures while retaining the 

familiarity heard in the first movement.  Using the pitch material from the soprano to create a swarm of gestures 

that build to the climactic moment, I conclude the piece by re-introducing the drone chords from the opening of the 

first movement.

Furthermore, I wanted to create a piece that re-introduced the soprano as ensemble instrument rather than as a 

soloist. My approach was to recreate and reset sections of the text by echoing textures voiced by the other 

instruments as well as inverting melodic phrases from the Aria movement.

A note to the soprano: In the final movement, Epilogue, I use a form of developing the text for "candle light begins 

to fade" by having the soprano emphasizing certain syllables as if the vocal line was sampled and dispersed similar 

to glitches in electronic music. 

When seeing the text "ca-can-dle" it should be sung as "kuh- kan-dle".



For my Parents, Dr. Ricardo Lorenz, Dr. Gordon Sly, and Dr. Mark Sullivan
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